
Superstorm Sandy devastated five PAL 
youth centers that together serve over 
400 children in the Rockaways, Coney 
Island, and Staten Island. Recovery 
costs were far beyond what we expected 
to recuperate from FEMA and our 
insurance provider. We reached out to 
the community for help. From ACS’s 
vigilance in coordinating with NYC 
Housing Authority to reopen two of 
our affected centers to United Way’s gift 
of $10,000, the response was a show of 
generosity that we will not forget.

Thank you, wonderful donors! We knew we 
could turn to you for help, but your open-hearted response 
to our emergency mailing and email surpassed our 
expectations. Your gifts went far in helping recovery. 

Thank you, Jones Day Foundation! The mission 
of this admirable, non-profit foundation of the Jones Day 
law firm includes bringing financial support and comfort 
to people suffering from natural and other disasters around 
the world.  PAL approached the Jones Day Foundation with 
a bold request to help us repair the infrastructure, boilers, 
generators, water heaters, electric, computers, and other 
equipment and supplies that were destroyed.  Jones Day 
replied without hesitation, donating more than enough to 
cover capital repairs in the damaged centers enabling PAL 
to carry on its mission.We are deeply grateful.  

Thank you, Capital One Bank!  These neighbors 
have long been friends to PAL youngsters,  supporting 
work readiness training through our Youthlink and RISE 
programs.  When Sandy struck, they provided the funds to 
tranport affected kids to an alternate PAL site.  Here’s a bank 
that defines community. 

Thank you, Coca-Cola Refreshments!  No 
sooner did we ask for a tent at the Play Street Youth Relief 
Effort in Coney Island that the tent appeared. You’ll see that 

tent when PAL holds our outdoor sports 
tournament in the Rockaways in March. 
These good neighbors have got us covered!   

Thank you, IBM! When computers 
at our Far Rockaway sites were destroyed, 
IBM came to the rescue with twenty 
refurbished desktop computers and ten 
laptops.  They also donated educational 
software to help our pre-schoolers 
explore concepts in math, science and 
language. Our kids are up and running 
again, thanks to IBM. 

Thank you, PAL’s terrific Staff!  Our staff 
pumped water, 
removed debris, 
delivered groceries 
to families and the 
elderly, and served 
warm meals in our 
powerless facilities. 
You came through 
for the kids. 

Thank you, PAL kids! Children from across the 
city gathered in the Rockaways to bring some cheer and 
friendship to kids hit hard by Sandy. They worked on team-
building activities and watched a movie about Dr. King.  
The event exemplified the late leader’s message of service 
and unity.  

Rockaway: Goldie Maple and RedfeRn RecReation centeRs
• the transport van lost during the storm has been replaced.
• after-school and teen night center programs for 464 

students were fully resumed by mid-december.   

staten island: GReenbelt RecReation centeR
• an alternate site hosted after school programming for 70 

students until the center re-opened on february 1st, 2013.  

coney island: la pueRta child caRe and caRey 
GaRdens eaRly leaRninG centeRs 

• carey Gardens early learning center reopened on March 4th.
• la puerta pre-schoolers are being bused to another site.   
• pal staff has been conducting daily home visits since 

the storm, and feMa will provide two trailers to use as 
classrooms to restore programming to 90 la puerta 
students by the end of March. 

ouR heRoes of the stoRM

STORM ReLIeF PROgReSS:

Superstorm Sandy devastated PAL youth 
centers.

Thank you 
to Capital 
One and all 
our gener-
ous donors 
for their 
support of 
PAL.

A legend in his own time and acclaimed 
as the greatest Police Commissioner in the 
country, Raymond W. Kelly will be honored 
at PAL’s 15th Annual Legal Profession 
Luncheon on April 9, 2013. We are delighted 
to offer a deeply heartfelt tribute to this 
iconic gentleman. 

Commissioner Kelly, a New York City hero, has presided over 
PAL as its Honorary President for 13 years. He will receive the 
prestigious Robert M. Morgenthau Award, an accolade that is 
but a small expression of our deep gratitude for his commitment 
to our City’s children.

Synonymous with New York City, PAL, with its enduring 
presence over the past 99 years, has had a profound impact on 
millions of boys and girls, thanks to the involvement of the New 
York Police Department and caring New Yorkers.

Celebrate with us by contacting dsmith@palnyc.org to reserve 
your ticket. Like Commissioner Kelly, you too can give 40,000 
inner-city kids the resources and opportunity for a better life. 

Jami Landi

Director of Development

hail to the chief
april 9, 2013

Welcome, Verizon!
PAL is pleased to announce Verizon as 
our newest corporate partner.  In just a 
few short months, Verizon has blanketed 
New York City with support of PAL 
programs.   After contributing funds for 
Science, Technology, engineering and 
Math (STeM) programs at PAL sites in 
Manhattan (Hell’s Kitchen) and Queens 
(Far Rockaway) in October 2012, Verizon 
announced PAL as its charity partner in 
January 2013. 

Verizon presented PAL with a check to 
support the PAL After-school Program 
in Bedford-Stuyvesant.  Moving forward, 
Verizon has pledged the support of 
its employee volunteers, as well as an 
additional contribution to provide a 
Play Street in the summer of 2013.    We 
look forward to a long and meaningful 
partnership between PAL and Verizon. 
Thank you!  

“I count myself among the many New Yorkers who’ve 
benefited from the terrific programs offered by the 
Police Athletic League. Some of my earliest childhood 
memories are of playing stickball on a play street in upper 
Manhattan.  

Now, as then, the PAL is a safe haven for children and 
teens, providing places where they can have fun, learn, 
and realize their full potential. If history is any guide, the 
40,000 young people participating in the PAL today will 
become tomorrow’s teachers, CEOs, and police officers. I 
am constantly inspired by that vision.”
        
Raymond W. Kelly
Police Commissioner

Commissioner Kelly spends time with PAL kids at PlayStreet on Wall Street 
this past summer. 

why i suppoRt pal
thank you for helping us 
bring out the star in every child

the tournament of champions
On February 19th, more than 500 children, kindergartners to eighth-
graders, from all five boroughs gathered at the center to take part in one of 
PAL’s much-anticipated competitions.  At the Tournament of Champions, 
PAL children learn that there are many opportunities beyond athletics to be 
champions. Youth applied their knowledge of math and scientific principles 
to problem solving. 

Teams of three were challenged to build a boat to hold the greatest number 
of pennies, using only a pencil, three feet of tape, and seven sheets of 
aluminum foil. The tower building contest required the teams to build the 
tallest tower that would hold a ping-pong ball without falling over, using 
only twenty pieces of paper and four feet of tape. Math and spelling bees, 
a fitness challenge, educational board games, and much more, provided 
additional opportunities for competition for all.  It was wonderful to see so 
many teens taking on nurturing and responsible roles as chaperones and 
overseers of the activities. 

Without exaggeration, there wasn’t a child there who didn’t look completely 
engaged and involved, and it was obvious that the center directors and 
other staff members thoroughly enjoyed their jobs, too.  

“I love PAL because I get to learn,” one little girl told us. It was a great day, but 
then, so is every day at the center that love built.  Once again, thank you.  

Newcomers to the city 
ask me if the Police 
Athletic League is a 
gym or a club for the 
police. Their faces light 
up when I tell them that 
P-A-L also stands for 
Playing And Learning, 

Positivity And Leadership for New York City’s kids, from pre-
school toddlers to teenagers.   

PAL is designed to bring out the star in each child, no matter 
what his or her abilities, interests, or history. 
 
New York police officers are behind it all, to the letter.  They 
befriend and encourage kids in every activity, listen to their 
troubles, and help them stand again when they fall. Cops and 
Kids sports programs allow police and kids to play on sports 
teams together, and in doing so, change attitudes towards 
lawfulness that last a lifetime. 

Safe places to play are scarce for the kids who flock to PAL.  
Most attend schools that don’t ignite their desire to learn. 
Some have made bad decisions and have been arrested. 

Through counseling, job preparation, tutoring, and the 
support of caring staff that includes teachers and youth 
development specialists, PAL has been enormously successful 
in helping these young people turn their lives around. 

Here they learn teamwork, sportsmanship, and the 
importance of physical fitness. They discover poetry, dance, 
and art. Community service teaches them to give to others. 
After-school programs bring science, technology, engineering, 
and math to life through activities that allow kids to have fun 
while they explore real-world problems and gain self-esteem. 

The letters P-A-L mean something else, too besides Playing 
And Learning, Positivity And Leadership: They mean being a 
pal to kids who need it most.  

As you are someone who expresses your commitment to the 
children through your much-needed gifts, I want to thank you 
for being a true pal. 

Alana Sweeny

Executive Director

Team members 
work together to 
build the tallest 
tower they can.

One of our youngsters 
leaps as far he can go 

while participating in the 
Tournament of Champions.



The I.S. 218 Beacon Steppers Step into  the 
Winner’s Circle

On January 
12th, teams of 
fleet-footed 
adolescents 
squared off to 
see who could 
stomp and clap 
their way to 
victory at the 
Seventh Annual 
Daily News 
Youth Step USA 
Competition. 
Step teams 

from many different schools competed at the I.S. 218 PAL 
Beacon Center in Brooklyn, among them the home team 
steppers, who made their debut at this competition and 
won first place! Congratulations, and a big thank you to 
coaches Nathifa Forde and Lakeisha Ray. 

A New Impact Center for Teens Will Help 
Prevent Crime
On January 7, Department of Homeless Services 
Commissioner Seth Diamond joined PAL to cut the ribbon 
on the new Teen Impact Center at the Life Family Shelter 
in Manhattan.

Impressed with the success of a nearby PAL PlayStreet, the 
shelter requested that PAL help establish the teen center to 
help prevent crime.  So urgent was the need, it took only 
two weeks for the shelter to raise $200,000 to transform 
the cavernous old file room into a gym that holds the new 
facility. Sports and recreation programs are in place to 
channel young energy in a positive direction, with drug 
prevention and dating violence workshops soon to follow. 

Once trust is established with the teens, they will come 
to see the Impact Center as their space, look to PAL staff 
as mentors, and build positive relationships with police 
officers.  Here, and wherever Teen Impact Centers rise in 
the five boroughs, entire communities benefit. 

First-grader Roman Rojas is a winner of the Poetry Jam 
Contest for his poem about bullying.

Congratulations to the I.S. 218 Beacon Steppers 
for their hard won victory.

Our kids created this incredible 
mural of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Kids from the Duncan Center hold 
powerful signs at the Affirmation Arts 
gallery event. 

Children’s Art Celebrates King’s Dream
On February 19, the dazzling art of kids from PAL’s Duncan 
Center was shown in an exhibit entitled “Our Beloved 
Community: The DREAM Realized.” Affirmation Arts Gallery 
hosted the show, which celebrated the teachings of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and other heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. 
The art was designed to acknowledge the way in which the 
activists united and used affirmative action to achieve their 
goals.  As always, our kids amaze us with their energy and talent!

A Star Appears Above the Clouds
Bullying is a dark cloud in the lives of many 
children, but Roman Rojas, first-grader, 
wrote a poem about it and became a star.  
Congratulations to him, and to the other 
winners of the Citywide PAL Poetry Jam 
Contest. The contest took place at the PAL@
Greenbelt Recreation Center after-school 
program in Staten Island. 

Here is Roman’s heartfelt poem in its original 
Spanish and also translated into English. 

La nube llora      
Porque algunas nubes son malas
Le dicen nombres
Y eso le rompe
Y la nube esta triste

The cloud cries
Because some clouds are mean
They call him mean names
And that breaks the cloud’s heart
And the cloud is sad  

eVents and updates

edward byrne center
The home of ChAmPions 

This beautiful structure is a magnet for kids in the surrounding 
housing project in South Jamaica, Queens.  Peek into any room 
there, and you’ll find yourself in a world where the air crackles 
with the energy of kids having fun and absorbed in learning.

In one room, the Life Skills class, where youth learn key skills 
such as resumé writing and interviewing, is in full swing. In 
another, boys and girls are shooting hoops.  Open another door, 
and kids are dancing or playing volleyball or are engrossed in 
karate or DJ classes.  

After school, you’ll see small groups of children getting 
the  kind of professional attention and encouragement that 
motivates them to want to succeed...or learning about nutrition 
from mentors who inspire them to want to eat healthy foods. 
And so much more. 

On March 27, boys and their fathers will come together to 
play basketball and football and have a friendly trivia contest 
called “How well do you know your father?” Two days later, 
it is mother and daughter day, filled with activities such as 
scrapbooking and arts and crafts to give them opportunities    
to talk and create in their own special time.

Whatever the activity, something life-changing is happening 
at the Edward Byrne Center: Kids are learning cooperation, 
self-expression and sportsmanship, gaining self-esteem, and 
awakening to possibilities. Families and the community are 
coming together—all thanks to your donor dollars. 
 
The good you do is reason to be proud. Thank you.   

early childhood 
programs Give 
kids a head start
Little ones, ages three to five, get a head start on 
learning—and a successful life—at PAL Early 
Learning Centers. Four centers in Brooklyn 
and two in Queens serve 537 pre-schoolers with 
colorful lessons in reading, healthful eating, dance, 
art, music, and more. They go on educational 
trips to museums and parks.  And all children 
get a nutritious lunch. Through it all, their sense 
of self is enhanced, and they gain a platform to 
succeed academically.  Each center is staffed with 
Early Education Professionals.  Involved parents, 
too, play a role, meeting for monthly workshops, 
volunteering for events, and serving on classroom 
committees.  For more information, visit Police 
Athletic League online, under Programs, Early 
Learning or call 800-PAL-4KIDS. 

THE BEST FRIEND A KID CAN HAVE
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SAVE THE DATE - April 9th
15th Annual Legal Profession Luncheon

Honoring The Honorable Raymond W. Kelly
Police Commissioner

SPRINg 2013

TueSDAY, MARCH 26
Tournament of Champions, Part 2 
Kids from all centers compete in critical thinking, 
math, and reading, as well as on athletic skills.  If 
you would like to attend this event, please contact 
esther Rojas at erojas@palnyc.org.

THuRSDAY, MARCH 28
showstoppers Talent show
See our talented kids sing, dance, and recite 
original poetry. To find out more about attending 
this event, please contact esther Rojas at  
erojas@palnyc.org.

TueSDAY, APRIL 9
15th Annual Legal Profession Luncheon,
honoring the honorable Raymond W. Kelly,
Police Commissioner, City of new York
The Pierre, Fifth Avenue at 61st Street. Please 
contact dsmith@palnyc.org for tickets and 
information. 

Don’t miss A Thing!  Keep Track of Your Generosity at Work.
There’s so much more to share with you than we can fit in this newsletter. so…

• Visit www.palnyc.org for lively updates and news.

• enter Police Athletic League facebook on your browser to stay abreast    

of the latest news and see gratifying photos of kids at PAL events.  

• share your email address with us to receive up-to-the-minute    

notices. email erojas@palnyc.org to be added to our email list.

• Watch videos of what you make possible on Police Athletic League’s YouTube.

• Call us any time at 800-PAL-4KiDs (800-725-4543) or 212-477-9450.

• Donate online at www.palnyc.org

• Are you a PAL alum? Contact elinor King at eking@palnyc.org to let us know what 

you’ve been up to since PAL.    

• Please remember PAL in your will. 

but most of all, keep on caring, as we know you will.  PAL kids need you.         

 Thank you so very much.     
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